
Q3	Are	there	any	other	important	considerations?
Answered:	980	 Skipped:	1,546

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Cultural	Marxism	is	a	doomed	experiment.	It	is	wrong	to	judge	great	men	based	on
our	standards	of	today	instead	of	the	standards	of	their	day.

11/8/2019	12:18	PM

2 Do	not	rewrite	history	by	changing	school	names.	As	a	chinese	student	at	GJ	in	the
1950's	-	sure	it	was	challenging	at	times	-	but	that	makes	one	stronger	and	more
successful	in	future	endeavors.	Think	of	it	as	motivation,	you	want	to	be	better	than
your	peers	when	you	are	the	underdog.

11/8/2019	7:54	AM

3 Keep	the	name-	precisely	because	we	need	to	remember	and	n m e3 eeeeee

ngceed

3

11/8/2017	2954	AM

usd ed

Kee reerrm �eem � art	of	history-educating	students	and

people	going	forward	about	the	history	-	not	changing	names	-	once	this	starts-
there	will	be	people	complaining	about	everything	from	the	past	that	has	any
negative	connotation.

11/7/2019	10:55	PM

5 Society	was	different	100	years	ago 11/7/2019	10:51	PM
6 I	am	in	complete	agreement	that	the	name	of	George	Jay	School	should	be

changed.	I	look	forward	to	hearing	the	name	options.
11/�

ԀoihԀo

1111a耀nam	nns. 	George	Jao	Sch	thgaoec	the n	oatn 	Geor�n	t	 aooa natnooaoe ngSnst11a阀s ng	o	tSnse	GeoSo oSgnsn	sSgotSnseSssnc oor�n	same

nnag 	r�agam oago	nnaomne

oSnnaooo s

11rሀnnse 	 ere	not	out	of	line	with	the	valu	䍵�	䍵�	䍵�	nrovide	more	background.	Looking	back	in	time	it	is	easy	to

be	critical	of	almost	anyone	in	some	way,	using	today's	criteria	and	values	we	have
as	a	society.	Please	proceed	cautiously	and	with	due	respect	to	everyone.

11/6/2019	1:43	PM

11 he	is	part	of	our	history	and	we	cant	keep	trying	to	erase	it.	We	need	to	own	up	to
the	mistakes	of	the	past	but	it	is	in	the	past.	H e	did	a	lot	of	other	good	things.

11/6/2019	1:25	PM

12 None 11/6/2019	11:18	AM
13 I	heard	about	changing	name	to	First	nation's	name.	I	do	not	agreed	with	this.	The

reason	why	changing	name	is	about	Chinese	students.	It's	nothing	to	do	with	first
nations.

11/6/2019	10:22	AM

14 This	survey	is	the	wrong	approach	to	engaging	the	comta rveyotttth	h		ttth	 h"	and	presumably	others	like	him	of	his	generation.	This	is	a	form	of

bigotry	that	now	masquerades	as	morality.	The	fact	is,	however,	that	there	are
many	ways	in	which	we	today	are	not	better	than	our	19th	and	early	20th	century
ancestors	(and	let	us	remember	what	we	are	dealing	with	here	is	our	relationship	to
our	ancestors	as	Canadians).	For	example,	as	a	culture	we	lack	the	literacy,	vision,
resilience,	and	communicative	power	typical	of	19th-Century	men	and	women.	Yes,
there	are	ways	in	which	we	have	advanced	beyond	the	men	of	Jay's	generation;	but
there	are	also	ways	that	we	have	regressed.	That	is	how	history	works.	I�

hadkn	otd	r d.	We	should	be	teaching	our	children	the	complexities	of	Canadian

history	rather	than	playing	the	all-too-easy	and	all-too-satisfying	game	of	"we	are
better	than	them."	No,	we	are	not.	Inclusivity	and	fairness	are	crucial	Canadian
values	but	they	are	not	the	only	values	by	which	we	should	be	reading	and
interpreting	the	past	(something	I	do	for	a	living	by	the	way	as	a	professional
researcher	and	professor).	Do	we	want	future	generations	to	measure	us	by	the	one
or	two	values	that	preoccupy	them?	Or	do	we	want	them	to	recognize	the	full
complexity	of	our	situation	as	we	faced	it?	This	proposal	teaches	our	children	to

11/6/2019	7:25	AM

















school	after	a	person	or	community	that	champions	equality,	diversity	and
inclusivity	rather	than	racism	and	divisiveness,	and	that	is	a	good	role	model	for	the
children	who	go	to	the	school.

158 Should	the	name	be	changed,	a	plaque	explaining	reasons	to	future	students	and
community	members	regarding	the	issues	of	segregation	in	years	gone	back.	To
learn	from	historical	mistakes

10/21/2019	8:07	PM

159 You	should	name	the	school	Emily	Carr	elementary...	or	something	lioni
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problem	with	Captain	Cook.	H ow	could	we	find	a	name	suitable	to	all	people	of	all
nationalities?	This	does	not	mean	that	I	condone	the	actions	of	Mr	Jay,	I	just	don’t
know	what	would	be	a	suitable	name.	I	wish	the	committee	all	the	best.	Thanks	for
listening!

203 Let’s	not	use	people’s	names	when	naming	schools	anymore. 10/21/2019	3:15	PM
204 No,	leave	history	alone.	Learn	by	it	but	don't	change	it. 10/21/2019	3:15	PM
205 acceptance	that	people	are	flawed	and	if	we	recognize	someone	for	an	important

accomplishment,	we	dont	need	to	accept	all	parts	of	their	lives	or	beliefs.	It	doesnt
mean	we	should	dismiss	their	accomplishments	either.

10/21/2019	3:13	PM

206 I	do	not	support	this	renaming.	We	are	all	people	of	our	time	and	I	think	that
George	Jay's	entire	record	should	be	considered	and	not	just	his	policies	toward
Chinese	students.

10/21/2019	3:12	PM

207 Get	over	it,	he	was	a	product	of	his	time.	Do	you	propose	to	completely	erase	his
place	in	history?	Maybe	the	city	should	be	renamed	as	she	represents	the	failure	of
the	British	people	toward	other	cultures.

10/21/2019	3:12	PM

208 The	schools	name	is	part	of	Canada's	history	and	shouldn't	be	whitewashed	away. 10/21/2019	3:01	PM
209 Leave	the	name	the	name	alone.	It	is	part	of	the	history	but	tearing	down	names

and	statues	does	not	erase	the	history.
10/21/2019	2:54	PM

210 I'm	glad	SD61	now	has	a	policy	of	not	naming	schools	after	people. 10/21/2019	2:45	PM
211 The	indigenous	land	on	which	it	sits	should	be	heavily	considered 10/21/2019	2:23	PM
212 The	district	should	change	the	name	of	George	Jay,	but	also	look	at	some	of	the

other	facilities	that	are	named	after	people	to	see	if	they	are	in	line	with	SD61's
values.	(J s.	(J s.	(ɐ�iho	 wihwiha�鴀	loo 	2:452:

vĀ	lo/2019	2
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221 It’s	past	time	to	stop	honouring	these	racists	and	misogynists! 10/21/2019	12:40	PM
222 You	can't	erase	history,	only	learn	from	it. 10/21/2019	12:38	PM
223 Let	the	history	be	used	as	a	teachable	moment? 10/21/2019	12:37	PM
224 Good	idea,	re-write	history.	Just	like	George	Jay	did.	lol.	stupid	school	administrators

repeating	colonization	over	and	over	under	the	guise	that	they	are	making	a
different.	Go	back	to	school	and	learn	how	to	evolve	in	a	balanced	way.

10/21/2019	12:35	PM

225 No 10/21/2019	12:32	PM
226 I	do	not	see	value	in	changing	the	name	just	because	of	the	past.	The	past	cannot

be	changed	nor	should	it	be	expunged	from	our	memory	/	that	is	how	we	learn	to
not	repeat	it.

10/21/2019	12:31	PM

227 Renaming	will	require	spending	money	from	the	education	budget	which	obviously
cannot	afford	such	an	expenditure.

10/21/2019	12:29	PM

228 I	disagree	with	renaming	based	on	changing	of	historical	values.	While	it's	a	given
that	we	are	not	the	same	society	today	that	we	were	in	the	past,	thankfully	so,	we
will	never	learn	from	the	past	if	we	bury	it.

10/21/2019	12:26	PM

229 It	is	impossible	to	re-write	history,would	you	remove	all	history	books	as
�o
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248 H istorical	revisionism	is	intellectually	and	morally	reprehensible.	It	demonizes	our
ancestors,	inculcates	ideologically	motivated	intolerance	in	our	young	people	and
allows	no	opportunity	for	contextualization	of	past	events.	Purging	embarrassing
names	on	public	buildings	is	just	a	quick	way	to	assuage	our	own	"white	guilt"	and
sets	a	dangerous	example	for	children.

10/21/2019	10:07	AM

249 I	agree	that	Schools	should	not	be	named	after	people.	Fernwood	Elementary
sounds	perfect.

10/21/2019	9:47	AM

250 What	a	waste	of	time.	Lof20s─e	







physical	literacy	programs.	KidSport.	Playground	renewal	etc.	Reflecting	that
support	is	appropriate	as	is	honouring	the	neighborhood	in	which	the	school	has
stood	for	100+!years.	Simply	put,	if	Geo	Jay	is	out	then	become	Fernwood
Community	School

315 No 10/20/2019	7:29	AM
316 Stick	to	teaching	the	basics	-	math,	science,	english.	If	you	want	to	incorporate	all

things	indian	to	the	curriculum,	great,	but	how	about	adding	it	to	a	component	of
social	studies	or	history	instead	of	trying	to	cram	it	in	to	every	walk	of	life	when	it
comes	to	courses?

10/20/2019	7:22	AM

317 Stop	wasting	time	by	looking	backwards 10/20/2019	7:17	AM
318 Stop	chasing	ghosts	from	the	past	and	lead	our	children	towards	the	future. 10/20/2019	7:09	AM
319 I	am	Chinese-Canadian	and	see	the	school	whenever	I	look	out	my	window.	I	didn't

know	before	about	the	namesake	but	now	I	do	and	it	makes	me	angry.
10/20/2019	7:09	AM

320 Leave	it	the	way	it	is	,past	is	past 10/20/2019	7:09	AM
321 I	understand	the	reasons	behind	moving	to	a	new	name.	I	don’t	disagree	with	the

desire.	H owever,	the	cost	associated	with	this	transition	is	concerning.	I	am	not
sure	it	is	the	best	use	of	finances	or	resources,	I	am	assuming	an	endeavor	such	as
this	will	be	costly	and	time	consuming.	Given	the	current	air	of	a	struggling	school	I
feel	that	money	and	time	could	be	better	used	elsewhere.

10/20/2019	7:00	AM

322 Use	the	name	to	teach	the	history	of	Victoria 10/20/2019	6:12	AM
323 George	Jay	was	an	important	member	of	the	community	and	his	views	were	the

norm	at	that	point	in	our	history.	You	can’t	change	the	past,	only	learn	from	it.	This
school	is	one	of	the	most	diverse	in	the	city.	Leave	it	alone.

10/20/2019	5:36	AM

324 It	is	important	not	to	limit	the	past	by	limiting	the	future.	H istorical	significance	help
us	to	avoid	what	was	done	and	to	learn	what	choices	to	make	in	our	future.
Renaming	is	a	symptom	for	instant	gratification	not	a	solution.

10/20/2019	5:27	AM

325 Joe	mama 10/20/2019	12:43	AM
326 Consult	the	marginalized	groups	that	faced	historical	injustice	from	the	real	George

Jay	when	picking	the	new	name!
10/19/2019	10:27	PM

327 H istory	does	not	need	to	be	erased.	For	one	wrong	thing	I'm	sure	he	did	a	lot	of
good	for	the	community.

10/19/2019	10:14	PM
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people	to	think	that	we	are	filled	only	with	a	squeeky	clean	history,	is	a	disgrace	to
our	country,	founding	fathers	of	our	country,	citizens	of	our	country	and	the	future
generations	to	come.	Do	not	white	wash	what	you	don't	agree	with,	educate	people
on	it	so	they	can	learn	and	be	enlightened	citizens	of	our	wonderful	country.

336 I	support	the	name	change	because	white	racists	don’t	deserve	to	have	things
named	after	them.	I’d	suggest	a	name	that	reflects	one	of	the	local	Fa 	tha�o om	me	t
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372 I	attended	George	Jay	45	years	ago,	and	at	the	time	there	was	a	steady	stream	of
new	immigrants	from	Europe	and	Asia.	It	looked	very	much	like	the	United	Nations.
The	diversity	of	the	children	and	the	teachers	then	are	what	made	the	school	what
it	was	and	what	it	represented.	The	same	goes	on	today.	If	you	take	away	the	name
George	Jay,	with	it	you	take	the	many	more	years	it	has	represented	integration.

10/19/2019	12:18	AM

373 Name	should	contribute	towards	reconciliation	but	be	pronounceable	for	all. 10/19/2019	12:17	AM
374 Don’t	erase	history.	Learn	from	it,	understand	it.	George	Jay	means	a	lot	to	the

many	alumni	that	attended	that	school.	It	is	wrong	to	change	the	name
10/18/2019	11:23	PM

375 I	think	it	is	very	brave	and	important	to	learn	about	who	we	are	naming	schools
after	and	what	they	stood	for.	We	want	to	honour	and	uphold	individuals	that
reflect	our	current	values	within	learning	systems	and	inclusiveness	and	love	are
foundational.	I	wholeheartedly	support	the	renaming	of	George	Jay	school.

10/18/2019	10:39	PM

376 A	positive	name. 10/18/2019	10:35	PM
377 No 10/18/2019	10:33	PM
378 Don't	just	rename	it	to	be	after	another	old	white	man. 10/18/2019	10:20	PM
379 Our	mistakes	are	part	of	our	history.	If	we	erase	them	(start	changing	names	in

history	and	of	schools)	we	might	be	doomed	to	repeat	these	mistakes.	I	think	it’s
important	to	keep	the	name	as	a	learning	opportunity	and	to	launch	discussions.

10/18/2019	10:04	PM

380 I	would	love	the	new	name	to	identify	the	neighbourhood	it	serves,	along	the	longs
of	many	other	elementary	schools	in	the	City	of	Victoria	and	the	Greater	Victoria
Area

10/18/2019	9:42	PM

381 The	staff	at	George	Jay	works	hard	to	make	it	a	wonderful	learning	community	for
our	students.	It	is	a	name	that	they	can	be	proud	of.	A	community	is	a	reflection	of
the	people	in	it	and	not	of	some	long	dead	and	forgotten	man	that	it	was	named
after.	Our	kids	are	proud	to	call	George	Jay	their	school.

10/18/2019	9:37	PM

382 I	like	the	naming	of	schools	to	be	neutral,	non-human	names.	Fewer	problems.	I
have	also	learned	of	the	Chinese	school	segregation	laws	in	the	late	1890's	and
early	1900's.	It	was	horrible	and	far	too	few	people	know	this	story.

10/18/2019	9:32	PM

383 Learn	from	history	by	not	erasing	history. 10/18/2019	9:15	PM
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464 Fernwood	elementary 10/18/2019	10:03	AM
465 My	sister	is	doing	the	right	thing	by	trying	to	change	the	name	of	this	school 10/18/2019	10:02	AM
466 Please	let	there	be	a	vote 10/18/2019	10:01	AM
467 Keep	the	name.	Teach	the	students	about	George	Jay.	The	good	AND	the	bad.	If	you

change	the	name	of	the	school,	he	will	be	forgotten	for,	again,	the	good	AND	the
bad

10/18/2019	9:53	AM

468 If	one	attempts	to	re-write	history	in	accord	with	present	day	values	and
knowledge,	one	will	find	themselves	with	an	open	ended	task,	one	requiring
considerable	time	and	resources,	and	may	still	find	themselves	with	unsavory
endings.

10/18/2019	9:53	AM

469 Bravo!	I	know	folks	can	be	resistant	to	change	and	want	to	adhere	to	tradition,	but	I
think	you’re	making	a	thoughtful	and	meaningful	decision	in	renaming	it.

10/18/2019	9:52	AM
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