
Engagement session #2:   Saturday, February 16, 2019  
Group: Community 
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Location:  Vic High Andrews Gymnasium   
 

What do you think about the 
proposed Elementary School 
catchments?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Create smaller schools 
● Macauley, Willows & Campus View need more support 
● Address grade 5’s being lunch monitors.   
● LŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ōƭǳƴŘǎǘƻƴŜǎ Ҧ 

this is not a diverse event.  Reach out to other communities.  
● I want to choose a school that best works for my child  
● Why if you keep the same boundary catchment for 

Margaret Jenkins you only disrupt French Immersion 
kids???  This looks like an equity issue about access to their 
neighbourhood school! 

● Timing of this proposal was not good.  I enrolled my child in 
Cloverdale & my catchment school FRench Immersion not 
knowing which one he would get info. He got into both 
programs.  The day before this proposal came out my 
catchment school asked which program I wanted.  I said 
Cloverdale.  Now I have lost my space in my catchment 
school.  French Immersion program & May have to go back 
to the school in 2020 if my youngest child cannot get into 
Cloverdale with my oldest child.  

● Yes! Absolutely on the right track to help reduce 
overcrowding while maintaining neighbourhood schools.  

● The data supports the proposed boundary changes and the 
elimination of schools at choice. Overcrowding is negatively 
impacting our students and theses charges offer sensible 
solutions 

● We need the data on future projections for proposed 
catchments to properly evaluate whether this would even 
work!! 

● Provide an environment that encourages parental 
involvement in catchment schools.  Utilize all the parents 
while still providing a safe place for the parents and children 
that require the appropriate options.  

● How does this help Willows, Campus View, & Macaulay? 
This proposal uses a definition of capacity that only looks at 





● Would this change actually alleviate overcrowding in the 
long term?  

● What is the analysis that has been done of what will be lost 
with changes to SP?  We understand the benefit - the whole 
process has been framed through the lens of much needed 
space to accommodate growing numbers, but what is the 
cost of losing this unique program that has offered so much 
to the District for 40+ years? 

● Please take info consideration that South Park is a program 
of choice and if you close it as a program of choice, it 
significant realignment of a program. This has to follow 
policy 3711-school closures.  

● Not all children fit into a box.  Schools of choice should exist 
for those children.   

● Why was a review of schools of choice not done? If you are 
going to close schools/programs of choice, why has the 
district not looked in to impact of no longer offering those 
programs? 

● Over 80% of South Park’s 200 students come from 
catchments that are full or nearly full.  How will this change 
really help capacity issues? 

● Could you offer a mixture of school of choice AND 
catchment student spaces?  Preserves philosophy & 
participation by more parents.  

● For the small amount of people affected, I can’t see the 
benefit of taking choice away from parents.  

● Why is the long term plan for 2018 different from this year’s 
projections?  South Park’s numbers are not reflected 
accurately in these reports. How can you count on the 
numbers that are not true from the start? 

● What sort of Consultation was done with Victor, SP and 
Cloverdale prior to proposal  

● Have you taken the new registration rules into account? 
There is more access to parents to sign up with a school of 
choice as there are no longer wait lists.  

● How many students are projected for the ‘new’ SP 
catchment? How many kids live in theat catchment 

● I support the change IF  (and) only if it will result in a 



● Can we make the proposed JB and SPFS & JDE & GJ a 
broader catchment (like FI) and keep SP a school of choice 

● What will change with choice programs if changes are 
approved?  

● Schools of choice offer diversity and differentiation to 
families and enable the school district to innovate and 
evolve. 

● NO CATCHMENT NO  NO  NO  NO   
● 29.45% of elementary school parents responded that 
άŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ όнƴŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘύ Ҧ ǿƘȅ 
are you closing 2 primary programs of choice?\ 

● why is this process so rushed? 
● 





● I support this is IF it results in a change/solution to 
overcrowding and does not force catchment kids into a 
traditional model. 

● I love my school Cloverdale Traditional School. 
● Keep the Cloverdale Traditional School 
● Keep school of choice. 
● Schools within 4km of Cloverdale radius: 

o Lakehill (not full) 
o Rogers (not full) 
o Braefoot  
o Quadra 
o Doncaster 

Redraw these. Can we solve the crowding without 
eliminating choice? 

● Yes, I don’t support public funding for schools of choice �r 
● The survey contained no questions on how the community 

values of schools of choice. How can recommendations be 
made on no information? 

● Traditional Schools are out of touch with Indigenous 
Reconciliation. We must change this. 

● Cloverdale is full of indigenous families. They are very much 
respected and the curriculum highly values & involves 
indigenous education.  

● I completely disagree Cloverdale is extremely proactive, 
supportive & inclusive of many different cultures including a 
thriving First Nations population. 

● There is a lot of misinformation about “schools of choice.” 
Really, they are “alternative education” that serve the 
diverse needs of the community. THere needs to be a way 
to solve the capacity problems at all schools, including 
Cloverdale & S.P. 

● Adding SP and CTS as a catchment is only a temp solution. 



● If Cloverdale ceases to be a traditional school many parents 
will opt to send their kids to private schools where 
traditional education values are respected. 

● Schools of choice do not systematically remove pressure on 
over crowded schools by pulling handfuls of students from 
other schools. We need to redraw boundaries based on 
DATA - and I believe this proposal does. 

● Solution - Cloverdale remains a traditional school of choice, 
perhaps giving priority to nearby catchment. 

● Thank you for addressing the needs of Quadra! We need 
more solutions like this for Campus View, Macauley, & 
Willows. 

● Expand the boundaries for Rogers and Braefoot 
● Consider a fluid 2-school boundary between Quadra / 

Cloverdale to allow families who embrace the traditional 
values to retain that and allow those who don’t to go to 
Quadra 

● Support the new boundary but… Do Not Divide community! 
Re-view your boundary! Like Lang St - 3 catchments in one 
block 

● The proposed boundary divides a strata community located 
at Rutledge / Scotia intersection. Kids within this community 





● Take Sundance & Bank St art school over and renovate old 
buildings to create room for English & FRench immersion.  
Would relieve pressure on willows etc…  

● Victor Brodeur should move out of Sundance.  That space is 
needed for public school students.   

● Their lease is up in 2020, make it a public school again 
● Sundance should serve the neighbourhood it is in 
● Victor Brodeur is renting (private school) from SD 61. They 

have an state-of-the-art building on Head Street.  It is huge. 
● Over crowding is a real issue impacting students.  I support 

opening Richmond to take the pressure off of Lansdowne.   
● Richmond School 
● Sundance 
● Bank too 

 
What do you think about the 
proposed Eagle View 
catchment boundary?   
What do you like? What 
potential concerns do you 
have? 

●  Admirals Road is walking distance to ‘Colquitz’ and 
‘Spectrum’. Best our catchment is Shoreline and Esquimalt 
which far away to drive and walk.  

What do you think about the 
proposed Middle School 
catchments?   
 

● More consideration should be made to changing grades 
offered at each school 

● Please be consistent with your goals and keep MJ French 
Immersion students at walking distance from their home 

● Willows FI could still go to Lansdowne 
● For EMVS early & Late French 
● Concerned about Grade 6 going to Richmond 
● Please study Monterey Middle a dual track for French 

Immersion. 1) Only 225 students are currently in catchment 
at Monterey and this is only expected to rise to 234 2) This 
would mean a 1km walk for French Immersion students 
instead of a 5km walk 3) The survey portables over taking 
results away good access to programs. 4) Make EMJs 
students enroll in French are - English, 2:1, same at Willows, 
so why is Oak Bay’s only middle school English only. 5) This 
would be a great sport for late French too! 6) Only 27 EMJs 
kids went to Central this year. Many change to English in 



What do you think about the 
proposed reopening of 
Richmond Elementary? 
 

● Neighbourhood schools FIRST 
● Richmond should never have closed as an elementary 

school. Re-open elem! 
● Richmond School needs to be improved to meet Grade 6 

needs, music, gym, etc.  
● It’s too far for kids from EMJS & Quadra 
● Grade 6 kids can’t be isolated 
● Open Richmond as an elementary not a middle school 

campus 
● What amenities will be at Richmond - gym, library, music. 
● I think utilizing Richmond as an annex for Lansdowne is a 

great solution. 
● You are not on the right track. 
● If reopening Richmond is an option it should be as an 

elementary school to relieve Oaklands & George Jay, which 
could in turn take on kids from Quadra & SJD. This will go a 
long way towards solving the overcrowding in the centre.  

● Will this allow for greater access to LFI (e.g. two classes) If 
not, why not have an LFI class at Monterey? 

● Please redraw a catchment boundary to reopen Richmond 
as elementary school and move Gr. 6 cohort to Uplands or 
Bank/Sundance. 

● Open a portable(s) on Lansdowne (plenty of space!) and use 
Richmond as an elementary. Perhaps if Richmond provides 
enough relief, portables could be re-located to Lansdowne 
saving money. 

● 



What do you think about the 
proposed Secondary School 
catchments?   
 

● Can we build a new high school in downtown core to better 
manage capacity? 

● New boundaries put 2 of our 4 kids (#2 +#4) at Mt. Doug. 
One is already at Reynolds and #3 is choosing French which 
enables her to go to Reynolds.  

● Map of FI please 
● Once again why more French immersion student to Oak Bay 
IƛƎƘ ±LŎ IƛƎƘ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ Ҧ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

● A lot of questionable ‘fingers’ to hit precise #’s that straddle 
main roads. How accurate are your projection #s? 

● If Vic High is rebuilt make sure it can house projected 
number of students! 

● 2 ½ x as far to go to Oak Bay vs. Vic High. Walkable to Vic 
High + 2 long buses to Oak Bay. 

● Please review these boundaries from a safe travel route 
perspective, especially bussing routes. 

● How have you factored in bussing and safe routes. Please 
superimpose transit route on this map. These maps don’t 
reflect safe routes to school 

● North Jubilee has easier access to Vic High. 
● Getting from Hillside to Reynolds isn’t safe or accessible 
● Have you considered dealing with overcapacity at Reynolds 

by closing non-catchment soccer program of choice? 
● 1400 BLock Lang St. has 3 catchments for Elementary & 

High school - 2 catchments for middle.  
What do you think about the 
proposed Hillcrest and 
Torquay catchment 
boundaries?   
 
What do you like? What 
potential concerns do you 
have? 

● Travel from southern boundary up is problematic - stream 
south 

● Stream south not north 
● Why aren’t more magnet programs of choice considered for 

those at schools at low capacity? (Yes!!) 
● I live at Eric Rd. - I would like my kids to go to torquay 

because it is closer. You say in the proposal you value kids 
going to closest school. Why can’t my kids attend Torquay? 

Your Thoughts? 
Tell us about how you see 
these changes affecting your 
family. Are there any ideas 
or concerns that need to be 
considered?  

● We need more schools of choice not less! 
●  Possible Solution – Cloverdale remains a district-wide 

school of choice (Traditional) but gives priority to 
surrounding catchment (Quadra) 

● Historically, South Park has been termed an alternative 
school within the District. The change in language to being a 
school of choice is problematic and reflects a bias against 
diversity. The word choice denotes privilege. Many parents 
at South Park do not feel they are making a choice. They are 
prioritizing their children’s education. This option must be 
free to all. 

● Re-open Uplands as another district wide school of choice 
● Could we use Rockheights as the ‘swing school’ and re-open 

SJ Willis? 



● Why has only one proposal been made? Why not two or 
three options? 

● Capacity, equity, and neighbourhood access must be 
priority 

●  French Immersion students get a choice…Why not students 
at schools of choice? Is that fair and equal? 

●  Schools of choice and programs of choice are different. We 
shouldn’t be treating the same. (checkmark) 

● We want you to consider busing 
● Monterey needs French Immersion! 
●  We want more choices: Please expand the discussion & 

consideration of nature schools, health & fitness schools, 
First Nations based learning, Art based learning, Family 
schools, Traditional schools, French schools, Sports schools 

● Has enough consultation been done specifically with 
Indigenous families, People of Colour and recent 
immigrants? How? 

● Why are changes to French Immersion not being considered 
as a way to alleviate overcrowding (particularly at Quadra 
and George Jay)? Would spreading French to more schools 
not alleviate pressure off the crowded dual-track schools? 

● 



● USe new schools/programs of choice as magnet schools.  
● Could we have broad districts for catchments like how FI 

works?   ( For Sp and Cloverdale)  
● Show the analysis factoring population growth that 

demonstrates how this solves capacity.  
● please provide us with a school by school analysis of the 

issues faced by each school and how the proposal addresses 
these issues.  

● ultimately… portables over the closure of schools of choice 
● stop solving capacity issues with portables.  Children 1st 

over schools of choice 
● Why did SD 61 already add this proposed catchment data to 

the school locator tool, if this is still in the listening/ 
consultation phase only? 

● What are the barriers to making South Park able to accept 
more students?  Were any options regarding its capacity 
considered? 

● The illusion that schools of choice are “exclusive”, “non-
inclusive”, or “privileged”comes from the waitlist. Address 
the capacity issues @ these schools and the wait list 
disappears. Voila, no longer “Exclusive”.  

● The wait lists no longer exist at South Park or Cloverdale 
Traditional.  

● Adding ‘choice’ programs to under enrolled schools can 
help draw families away from crowded schools.  

● please define 
● schools of choice are an important option for many familiar 

other schools could learn a lot of from South Park Model.  
● Your FAQ states that the impetus to create programs of 

choice is initiated at school level. This is incorrect South 
Park and Cloverdale were created at District Level  

● stop FRIMM being included in ‘choice’ bilingual country  
● spread FI to more schools so kids aren’t travelling as far 

safer, less driving for driving more community 
● There are over crowded schools ( willows, Macaulay, 

Campus View) that will NOT be helped by this proposal. 
What will the district do to help them? 

● schools of choice and program of choice allow our children 
to flourish in their tender years.  Parents want choices.  The 



● Make sure you have qualified teachers for FI. Don’t create 
more classes than you can adequately staff.  





their sibling, they will not have the option or chance at 
getting into programs like French Immersion 

Information Boards  ● Examine the benefits that South Park & Cloverdale provide 
our children. 

● If changes go through give top priority to out of catchment 
siblings so they can join their already enrolled older sibling. 

● What about addressing school of choice access? 
● We need to consider educational aspects as well as 
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